
CARBONDALE BIKE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAILS 
COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
June 29, 2020 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
6:00 P.M. 

ATTENTION: Due to the continuing threat of the spread of the COVID-19 Virus, all regular Carbondale 
Advisory Boards and Commission meetings will be conducted virtually.  If you have a comment 
concerning one or more of the Agenda items please email kmcdonald@carbondaleco.net a by 5:00 pm on 
June 29, 2020.   

If you would like to comment during the  meeting please email kmcdonald@carbondaleco.net  with your 
full name and address by 4:00 pm on June 29, 2020.  You will receive instructions on joining the meeting 
on line prior to 5:30 p.m.  Also, you may contact kmcdonald@carbondaleco.net to get a phone number to 
listen to the meeting, however, you will be unable to make comments. 

TIME* ITEM DESIRED OUTCOME 

6:00 1. Roll Call 

  6:01 2. Consent Agenda: Approval of June 1, 2020 
Minutes  

ATTACHMENT A 
REVIEW & VOTE 

  6:05 3. Persons Present Not on the Agenda. 

6:10 4. Update from Kevin on 8th Street 

6:25 5. Update from Ben on Main Street 

6:40 6. 
Consider BPTC communication to Trustees 
regarding Covid - 19 

ATTACHMENT B 
REVIEW AND DISCUSS; 
POSSIBLE VOTE 

7:00 7. Plan for receiving feedback on the Wheel 
Circle pedestrian path 

7:10 8. Adjourn 

*Please note times are approximate.

The mission of the Carbondale Bicycle Pedestrian and Trails Commission is to create a more bicycle and pedestrian friendly community.  The 
commission makes recommendations to the Town Board of Trustees that educate, promote, and develop safe and effective programs and 

infrastructure to encourage bicycle and pedestrian use.” 
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To: The Board of Trustees 

From:  The Bicycle Pedestrian and Trails Commission 

Date: Draft Draft 
Re: Mobility Response to Covid-19 

Over the course of the last few months, the Bicycle Pedestrian and Trails Commission 
(BPTC) has discussed the idea of creating more space on Town streets for pedestrians 
and cyclists to travel safely during covid-19 restrictions.  All members of the commission 
believe residents would be safer and be more inclined to walk and bike if space (safe 
lanes) were created. While our streets have been quiet the last few months, this is 
changing as businesses reopen. 

The Goal 
For years, Carbondale has expressed interest in promoting multi-modal travel. The 
Comprehensive Plan adopted in 2003 stated: 

“…the plan provides a framework for attaining a continuous, well connected system of 
streets, sidewalks, and pathways so that getting around Carbondale without an automo-
bile is a viable and attractive option. Maintaining and enhancing pedestrian and bike 
mobility is among the top priorities for the community. The multi-modal mobility element 
of the Comprehensive Plan centers on a network of priority multi-modal corridors (Fig-
ure 3.3). Future multi-modal improvements in these corridors will result in a consistent 
and functional bike and pedestrian network.” 

While improvements have been made to our infrastructure (i.e. new sidewalk along Gia-
ninetti Park, the new sidewalk/trail on Snowmass from Main to Sopris), we believe it is 
time for bolder changes.  

As traffic and activity in and around town continue to increase, it is imperative that Car-
bondale take a more aggressive and proactive approach to cyclist and pedestrian safety 
before it is eclipsed by growth.  With limited sidewalks, no parkways, parking on both 
sides of the streets, and driver behavior such as distracted driving and speeding, many 
people do not feel safe biking and walking in our town.   

A safe and comfortable pedestrian environment has to be built before people will use it.  
If there is not a problem of conflicts between pedestrians, cyclists and cars, it may be 
because the town has, effectively, discouraged walkers and bikers.   

This situation is now exacerbated by covid-19 restrictions and social distancing guide-
lines and we believe this is and ideal time for the Trustees to continue to pursue the vi-
sion presented in the comprehensive plan, promote our multi-modal aspirations, 
acknowledge the needs of those who are bikers and walkers and invite others to get 
outside. 
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The Proposal 
We would like to see pedestrian and bikes zones that allow safer north, south, east and 
west travel. With a focus on our priority corridors, we believe the best way to accomplish 
this is to temporarily convert streets to one-way traffic, with parking only allowed on one 
side of the street. This would allow a widening of pedestrian and bike zones and provide 
space for people to move around safely. 
 
While it is important to move quickly, it is also necessary to consider those impacted by 
change - residents, service providers and first responders.   
 
Therefore, we propose the following. 
 
Work toward converting Sopris Ave to one-way east bound from highway 133 to Snow-
mass Drive and eliminating parking on the south side of the street.  Sopris Ave is a des-
ignated priority corridor and is and could be used by many to get through and into town.  
We believe that this change this would divert traffic out of town via Snowmass Drive, 
Weant and 8th, reducing impact on other streets.  We also believe that with a block of 
Main Street switching to one-way traffic, this would prevent cars from using Sopris Ave 
as an alternative route.  
 
Step one: get feedback from service providers impacted.  This would allow us to refine 
or change the plan and report back to the BOT.  Step two: reach out to the community 
in order to explain why the change is being considered and seek feedback.  While this 
will take some time (we hope it would be measured in weeks not months) the process 
will result in a better outcome.    
 
We are asking the Trustees to lead the community on this issue and move to make 
changes we believe will help during the pandemic and make a statement on the values 
we share as a community. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
The Bike Pedestrian and Trails Commission 
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To: The Board of Trustees 

From:  The Bicycle Pedestrian and Trails Commission 

Date: Draft Draft 
Re: Mobility Response to Covid-19 

The Bike Pedestrian and Trails Commission (BPTC) has been searching for ways to im-
prove safe pedestrian and cyclist travel around town during this era of safe distancing 
guidelines recommended due to Covid-19.  We believe our public spaces for pedestrian 
and cyclist circulation (sidewalks, streets, and trails) are not currently equipped to allow 
for safe distancing. This disproportionately affects our senior population who are already 
at higher risk of contracting Covid-19 but who rely on our sidewalks and trails for physi-
cal exercise and the mental health benefits of spending time outdoors.  So, should we 
recommend temporary changes to our streets that would allow for wider pedestrian 
zones?  While we believe this idea has merit, we appreciate the difficulty and pitfalls of 
making big changes quickly.  We also recognize that new things are being tried (Main 
Street) and that plans are being developed for change on 8th Street.  Rather than focus 
our efforts on a temporary change in the public realm as a response to Covid-19, we 
want to leverage this momentum and address the more permanent change that is on 
the horizon and work closely with the Town to improve Main St for business as well as 
pedestrians and cyclists; and stay the course for 8th St’s multi-modal improvements. 

For years, Carbondale has expressed interest in promoting multi-modal travel.  A vision 
for this was clearly stated in the 2003 Comprehensive Plan. 

“…the plan provides a framework for attaining a continuous, well connected system of 
streets, sidewalks, and pathways so that getting around Carbondale without an automo-
bile is a viable and attractive option. Maintaining and enhancing pedestrian and bike 
mobility is among the top priorities for the community….” 

We believe this statement recognizes that a safe and comfortable pedestrian environ-
ment has to be built before people will use it.  If there is not a problem of conflicts be-
tween pedestrians, cyclists and cars, it may be because pedestrians and cyclists are not 
comfortable on our streets. With limited sidewalks, no parkways, parking on both sides 
of the streets, and driver behavior such as distracted driving and speeding, many peo-
ple do not feel safe biking and walking in our town.   

As density of development and traffic continue to grow in Carbondale, we believe it is 
time to take a more aggressive approach to cyclist and pedestrian safety.  While we 
acknowledge and applaud improvements that have been made to our infrastructure (i.e. 
new sidewalk along Gianinetti Park, the new sidewalk/trail on Snowmass from Main to 
Sopris) we want to encourage and support bolder changes.  

Commented [1]: 
We believe our public spaces for pedestrian and cyclist 
circulation (sidewalks, streets, and trails) are not cur-
rently equipped to allow for safe distancing. This dis-
proportionately affects our senior population who are 
already at higher risk of contracting Covid-19 but who 
rely on our sidewalks and trails for physical exercise 
and the mental health benefits of spending time out-
doors. 

Commented [2]: 
Rather than focus our efforts on a temporary change in 
the public realm as a response to Covid-19, we want to 
leverage this momentum and address the more perma-
nent change that is on the horizon and work closely 
with the Town to improve Main St for business as well 
as pedestrians and cyclists; and stay the course for 8th 
St’s multi-modal improvements. 
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We support the efforts on Main Street to try something new in support of our businesses 
and believe a lot can be learned from this effort.  We are, of course, encouraged by the 
8th Street project.  And hope the final plan will indicate a more aggressive attitude to-
ward change.   
 
 
In an effort to support change we recommend that the BPTC work with staff on a fo-
cused effort to document what we are learning from  the current projects and how to ap-
ply them to future changes.  
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
The Bike Pedestrian and Trails Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commented [3]:  
I’m not familiar with this proposal. I think this is the 
BPT, no? 

Commented [4R3]:  
It is, however, I am trying to find a way we can more 
actively engage with the town around lessons learned 
and how to apply them to future efforts 
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